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TO THE RIGHT HONORABLE 
THE LORD MAJOR 
and Court of Aldermen, with other 


Citizens of the renowned City of 
LoND 0 N. 


eZSTRY H FE Accompt that T make of my 
> iclfe and tervice 3s this : For 

SS my ltclie, the —_ of my ſlow- 
5 neſſe in this work grew not from 
any undervaluing of your ſo ho- 
nourable invitation, but from 
mine owne diftcmper of body, which at the ſame 
zime forced me to deprecate a'greater ſervice to a 
greater Ailembly, azd to lay aſide this till it was 
too late to-put it off .2. For the works ſelfe, x. in 
my choyce, I had reſpeSt to cuStome and entreaty, 
and in the purſuance of that choyce I lookt upon 
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al. the ſeaſon and Auditor 'y : Tou bave now by your 

za, 6c. Motion (that is) command, made it publzque, 
Seats. 48d it being your owne, it 1s in your power to 
make it good : That 3s a good Sermon which doth 

good, as that s good ſoyle which mends the ground: 

that good food os Phyſick that helps the body : 

Some worth you hawe put upon it in your calling 

for it, and ſending it ready written ro my hand ; 

if now you pleaſe to tranſlate it into praGice, the 

work 3s done.” And ſurely there lyes before you 

the faireſt of epportunities ; never was there a 

fitter ſeeds-trme for Prayer and Almes ; #7 the 

one the pooreſt may concurre, in the other they 

cannot ; that & your happineſſe that you can give, 

and will be more yours if you doe the thing. It 

was ſome comfort to me to heare (ſo ſoone after 

my ſervice) of a deſigne for the poor, that newes 

was to me what Jonahs Gourd was to him ; and 

my prayer 3s, that this may be more lating then 

that : The poore are exceeding many, and their 
” wants exceeding great, and it ns not the leaſt of 
our griefes, that many of us in the Miniſtery car 
doe no more ; we meet them hourly, and part but 
ſadly ; they fighing becauſe they cannot receive, 
and we becauſe we cannot give; and give we can- 
not 
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aot,til we receive better anſwers then we d» from 
more then enow : We& know you not, we cat- 
not, we will not, we may not {upport fuch a 
' — I am not (I confeſſe) well read #n your Char- 
ter, I know not your bounds ; this F know, that 
ths famous City hath been heretofore much ho- 
nowured and 45 aka beth by and tor their Mini- 
ſters ; this I know, that Magiftrates by calling 


are Heirs of reſtraint, and that ſinne uncontrold ſuds: 18. 7. 
Neh- 13. 17, 


and unpuniſhed by them, will be ſet upon rev.1-20.45, 
their heads, and bezten upon their backs 3 Tea, J*; 72-25 


Fun.ad icveum, 


and this I awe read, that where viſion (preach- © Shindter. 
; P ent ag. 


ing) failes, the people are naked, or (ſay ſome) «irn( 
idle and uſeleſſe ; that where men grow high in ©'* xi« ) 
ſin «nd {corne, the City 3s enſnared or frred, Pro. = + 
29.8. that where any City 1s divided, it cannot = —_— 
ſtand, Mat. 12.25. This I am ſure of, and there- 
fore my buanble ſuit unto you is, that as you ten- 
der your 1clves, your ſafety, your City, your 
Poſterity, your Religion, your Chriſt, yoxrAll, 
doe your utmoſt to reſtraine all deſtructive ways 


of ſinne, errour, fa&ion, Cc. and v0 eStabliſh a 


|, ſetled Government, and ſincere Religion among 


you : Oh | het it not be free for any men at plea- 
ſure to proclitme their Jubilees, 10 .fſert, to 
preach, 
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MN Im- 
porces all 


preach, to print, what ſeems good to themſelves; 
@-mnder colour of Christian libert O-free grace, 
or I know not what new light, Kc downe Ma- 
giitracy, Miniftery, Repentance, Obedience, ſay 
I ? nay Scripture i ſelfe, Chriſt himſelfe in his 
Natxre and Offices. My Lord, and worthy Sena- 
tors, Fle trouble you no longer, the reſt you ſhall 
read in ſilence ; I commend your Perſons, your 
Imployments, your honourable City, and all 
your publique Condernments to the grace of our 
Lord TFeſus, beſeeching him to raiſe up ſtill 
amongſ# you Magiftrates of Jethros marke, me 
of might for wildome, wealth, courage, men of 
truth C whether for Theorie or Practice ) 
but no men for \elte either ends or turnes: So 


prayes 


Your humble Suppliane and obliged 


Servant 1n-Our Common Lord, 


Robert Harrs. 
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To the Reader. 


Pon the ſurvey of this Epiſtle to the 

Right Honourable Thomas Atkznr, the 

now Lord Major, &c. I conceived it 
not amiſſe to adde ſomething more by way of 
caution ; which howlſoever it needed not to 
thoſe that know me , yet being now caſt upon 
ſtrange men,and ſtrange times, I cannot ſpeak 
too plainly ; be pleaſed then to know, that 
the men-of whom [ ſpeak, are not ſuch as are 
truly (that is, univerſally, charitably and 
peaceably ) conſcionable, nor ſuch as I there-. 
tore difiaſte, becauſe they be of a different 
opinion in ſome things from my ſelte : No, 
the Lord keep me from quarrelling men, be- 
cauſe their light is more or leſſe then mine; 
if that be all their crime, and from judging 
their conſcience ; whileſt thers no more 1n it 
but conlcicnee, , reaching after further infor- 
mation, theſe be not the men I meane, but 
men of another ſpirit, who condemne the 
things they doe not underſtand, and goe up- 
on 


uy 


" Toad Reader. 


on principles, and in wayes that will mar all if 
they be not timely lookt to: What their cour- 
ſes and tenents be, I am loth to make too pub- 

| like, & therfore rather intimated then expreſ- 

ſed them before, 8& now do much rather deſire 

their buriall then their life ; to that end, I ſaid 
ſomething to the honourable Governoyrs and 
godly Citizens of this place ; and doe further 
implore and befecch all orhers who defire the 
peace of the Church, the proſperity of the 
City, the advancement of Chriſts Kingdome, 
to bring ſome Buckets towards the quenching 
of theſe wild and unnaturall fires amongſt us; 

yea and above the reſt,] humbly pray thoſe of 
my Brethren to lend herein their hand & help, 

who are not (as they conceive) indulgent to- 

wards them, at leaſt (as others thu k) moſt 
prevailing with them. T his 3s all, and this I 

hope is enough, being added to that which al- 

ready hith paſſcd the Prefle. - Wy 


Robert Harrs. 
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ACTS 1o. ;r, 
ud he ſaid, Cornelins, thy Prayer ts heard, and thy Almy 
are in remembrance before God, 


E havein this Chapter two great doubts 
reſolved : the one a Souldiers, the other 
& a Preachers; both conſule God, and he 
2 ceſolves both. The Souldier was one Cor- 
nets, and his ſcruple was about our 
4 bleſſed Saviour, not touching his offices 
or his nature, (he knew that there wat no 
Wg 7 Y ? other name under heaven whereby he could 
be ſaved) but the doubt was touching his perſon , whe- 
ther this particular man, which the Apoſiles cryed up, and 
the Phariſees cryed down:, whether he'wwere thar Chriſt, thas 
Saviour, yea or no : This was the doubt,and this doubt ſends 
him unto God in a way. of prayer, and God ſends him unto 
Peter the Apoitle for information : Peter (the ſecond perſon) is 
not without his ſcruple alto ; his doubt was, with what war- 
rant he might go to the Gemt:les ({uchCornelews was)S% pope 
B i 
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Chriſt unto them ; he alſo receives ſ{atista&ion from the ſame 
gracious hand;& now thele partics met together,for their fur- 
ther confirmation peraſe and read their Commillion. Firi, 
Cor. elizs begins(at Peters mation)and ſhewes upon what wa- 
rant he ſent for Peter, & gives a very good account of hinuelf, 
and does very punCtually relate the bulinefle, not by way of 
ofentation, to boait of him(ſclfe, but by way of ſats fail:ex to 
give content unto Peter; he gives him to Sa how that he 
had certaine intelligence tron heaven about this whole buſt- 
neſſe of ſending for him : for 1. he did nſe none but Gods 
meanes to be direCted, that is, Fatrng and Prayer; and then 
nzxt, he received a dire&t anſwer from God, and there could 
not poſſibly be any place for miſtake iii the ſame 3 he well re- 
members how'long agoe it was that he received his inſtructi- 
ON, (four dayes ſince ) ſayes he, no-longer. 2. Then he remem- 
bers where he was (mh houſe,) 3. he remembers what he 
was then doing, he was then (praying.) 4. he remembers 
what time of the day it was.(the ninth houre of the day, 5. he 
remembers the Meſſenger that-was ſent, he came in the ſhape 
of a mar, though he were an Avngel, and-( bright ſhining 
apparel) 6. he remembers the meſlage what it was, and what 
the dire&ion : 1. he calls him by name, and next he wiſhes 
him to go to ſuch a place( Foppa)there to enquire for one cal- 
led (Simon) this S1wom lay at another( Simon's bouſe } that Sr. 
mon was(« T amer)helived by the(Sea. fde;)all thele circym+ 
ftances were delivered to {orneline, ſo that as certainly as Pe- 
rer was Peter, and he Cornelim, to ſure it is that there 
could be no colluſion or miſtake in this buſinefle, and there- 
npon hecconcludes, that Peter had a warrant to come, ,and he 
a warrant to ſend, and thereforenow nothing hindred, buc 
that they might fall on to their work ; this 15 Corneline his 
accoxre of himſelfe; we will ſtay at this time in this account 
of his, and in. this verfe which we have propounded to you , 
where we have theſe particulars obſervable. - 
' Firit, a double AC reported, he prayed, he gave Almes. 
* And then ſecondly,this double Aft is ſer th from a dou- 
ble Argument. | 


3. From the caufe of this, Corzelim. 
2 From 


of PRAYER. 


A— 


2. From the conſequence of theſe, his Prayer Y.2 beard, 
bi Almes were obſerved, both were accepted and (recoraed } 
by God: theſe be the parts of the Text. + 

As for the {imple tearmes, we fhall not trouble you with 
many words, they are plaine enough, we will not ſtand here 
Þ diſcourſe of the feverall. acceptations of the firſt word, 

me;orwuyy, it is taken ſometimes tor the ſervice, and ſome- 
times for the = where the ſervice was performed ; eſpeci- $a. it At. 
ally in Eccletiaſticall Authors, and in after times : we under- i ; cage 
ſtand what is meant by Prayer in this place 3 this Prayer, it is 00%. 
called Cornelins his Prayer,(thy prayer)tayes theText.It is true, viſe Turns. 
that all good things, and eſpecially prayer is cauſaly Gods, !. 1. adverſs 
zn1 it is ebjettzvely Gods; it begins from himyit ends in him ; ©: 29: 
but it is ſubjefrvely and interpretatively Cornelim'es too ; it 
is true, it is God that gives us the grace of prayer, as the grace. 
of faith,of repentance,ot every good thing;but then the aiF;xg 
and the exerciling of this, that. by interpretation and accep- 
tation is exrs, whiles we doe at the ſame; ſo that God is 
not ſaid to beleeve, or to repent, or to pray, but man by Gods 
alliftance, as Su#Hen well : This is all we will fay for the firſt , gr4t.c> libs 
word, the reſt we will ſpeak of in order as we ſhall come to ary. c. 15. & 
them, if need ſhall ſo require : in the meane time we addrefle 4b: pair, 
our ſelves to ſome in{trutions which the words offer to us z © © 
we will not trouble you with the wild conceits of ſome men, 
who talk of certaine preparations to grace before grace it 
ſelte [4] inſtancing Cormel;ws : nor yet of others, who doe (a)ConrraAug. 
ſpeak ot heathens and infidels, their acceptance with God, & #'-4eF. 
and their ſalvation by God, though they have no knowledge _ - 

Lot - Tos . +4307; 

at all [6] of Chriſt : it is ſufficient for us to know, that Cor- (b) 1d quod 
nelixs was acquainted with Chriſt, and that Cornelius did per ſomninm 
expedt ſalvation enely by Chriſt ; the onely doubt that he /457nc e 
fticks at was this ; whether this #4:ividuall perſon, this man _ - 
now in queition, that was lately crucified, now was raiſed — —— 
up, whether this were that Chrift, that Meilias that he had brs.,{emiliitie 
belceved in before : Theſe things thus premiſed, we will now 46#59ue ſeja- 
proceed. And here it is not my meaning to enter into thoſe '7# 792 ita 
vaſt common places of Prayer, and of Almeſ-deeds ; we have **©-* 
had occation even in this City to ſpeak, divers-ycers fince, in 
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ANUTner ——_— ©o tnele heads 3 Ye are now to ſpeak another 
way, and to conſider thee things as they lye herein the Res 
lation made by Curzelew, and as they carry with them Gods 
aniwer to the one, Gods reſpetto the other, | 

?. We will begin with his Prayer, next we will ſpeak of 
his Almes, rather of rhe ſmocefſe of both ; and then in the 
third place, we-will ſay ſomewhat of his per/on, when we 
have {poken of his ations, it time and frength will give. 

1. We b-ſeech you to take notice of theun{peakable good- 
nelle & grac10vſmeſſe of God towards poore ſuppliants in point 
of prayer, for that is the thing we matt grow to ; and for this, 
conſider the grounds in the Text, confider the perſon now in 

ueſtion, Cornel:34, a poore man,was in a very: great ſtreight, 
{ine he would pleaſe God, faine he would ſave his ſoule;nei- 
ther of thele could b2 done without a Chriſt, and Chriſt mak 
now be beleeved in, in a h:gher and cloſer way then before ; 
it is not enough for him to beleeve, Chritnum, or in Chrifte, 
but he mu beleeve that this is the very Chriff, that this is 
the man and noneel({c. Now here ſticks the doubt ; the Do= 
&o:s were mightily divided about this point ; the Phariſees 
and thoſe happily that had been meanes of his converſion 
from heatheniime to Judaiime, they were altogether againſt 


—— —— 


_ Chritt, and looked upon. him, and reported him as a ſeducer. 


On the other {id?, a few unlcarned men they ſtood for him, 
and they preached that there was no other way to ſalvation 
but in 41 through this er#c:fied perſon ; in this caſe, what 
fhnould poore Cornelzas doe more then what he did ? namely, 
to an 2 bimſelfe to God tn way of prayer, and to deſire dis 
retion trom him in this his doubt; and thus he does, and yon 
ſee with what ſuccefſe he does it, how graciesſly the Lord 
does condeſcend and anſwer him. 

i. The Lord does heare him, nay, he does heare hin) effe- 
Fmally, for that is the force of the word here uſed in the com- 
pound in our T cxt, &onx-e9n. 

God did heare him to purpoſe, I ſay, heard him graciouſly ; 
and not onely ſo, 2. but he does ſend him word that he 
heard him, and ſent him word too 3. by an Angel; and gives 
him 4. to underitand, how that his prayer and all his ſervices 
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areaccepted of God.Olhiyher 2 27755ort was this to'a prondis: 


ſreſſed ſoul,to have a. puactuall,io dire gn aniwer.iyatbior 
from heaven unto his prayer, anduntohis icraples !- bug thus; 
deales God with his Children, never more: kind -unto his; 
then wh<n they come unto him begging ; then when men be-- 
vin to be fhyc.and ſtrange, and to. ftand off,audto hold of ar 

a_diſtance, thez.is God moſt free, moſt open,.moſt gxacious 
unto his people; this: we ſee in this Cornebus here ; goe 
© ({ayes God) when he had prayed; goe, ſayes God unto 
© an Angel, .conunend. me to Cornelius, tell him from 
© me, that he is. more in my bookes: then he is. aware: of ; 
<1 take notice of his nee, I take notice of his prayer, I take 
notice of every Almeſ-dzed that he does beſtow upon my 
people, 1 obſerve all theſe things, yea, I record them, and 
they ever live and ſtand good before me £ what could be ſaid 
more to the encouragement of a poore ſuppliant ? thus God 
.deales with Cornelius: And thus, yow know, he dealt wich 
Damel; the caſe is much what alike, in the 9. of Bas. 205 
and ſo forward ; you ſhall read Damwels ſucceſſe upon his 
prayer, he prayed for the people of God ; and how. ſpeeds he ? 
very well : Qbſerve the circumſtances in the Text, the time 
when God does an{wer him, even whelſt be was praying, ſayes 
the Text ; nay. ({ayes the holy Ghoſt thereJezven at the begine 
wing, at the firit ſetting out bf his petition, the anſwer, the 
grant was ſealed, and his petition accepted, God did yeeld 
unto the ſame at the very entrance; he could no. ſooner be- 
gin to ſpcak, but God reſolves of a- ward of comfort and 
grace to him. , Conſider. another circumſtance, and thart is, 
the Meſſenger that God {ends to him, he difpatches an Angel 

Gabriel, that earit had been with him (it ſeems) upon other 
occaſions, he comes to him with a Meſſage, and hetels him 
that he is accepted of God; the greeting is this; O Da- 
nel, greatly beloved ; O Daniel the great favourite of 
heaven, underſtand that the great God takes notice of thee, 

and he writcs thy petitions, and hath ſent me to retarne his 

anſwer unto thy ſuite; and the anſwer is very tull and very 

ſatisfying 3 he grants hin what he did deſire, he tels him of 
more then Daniel did put into his- petition ;z ſo gracions is 
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God unto his people when they ſhe unto him in this way of 
rayer : What ſhould I inſtance A5raham now ? what ſhould 
| ſpeak of Jacob, of David, of Hamah, of Jerah, of other 
particulars in this caſe? Ile conclude- with one, Paxl, and 
le but touch upon it : in the Chapter before my Text at the 
11. verſe, you hall read how*God deales with this fame Paw; 
Paul (al:at Saul) was ſometime very rough and boiſtrous, 
breathed out nothing but blood and threats ; then God deals 
with him in a rougher way : but now Pas! is on his knees, 
and mark what tollowes, preſently the Lord ditpatches one 
Anranies unto him 3 Anarier (ayes he)goe to Panl;thou ſhalt 
find him in ſuch a. place, thou fhalt have him 'there ac his 
© prayers, goe to him, tell him from me, *that he'ts a choyce, 
© a precious Veſlell in ny eyes, and in my eſteem, let him un- 
© deritand ſo much from me ; Ananme,he begins to ftartle;Oh 
Lord! ({ayes he)this man hath been a perſecutor,and he came 
hither for to doe' miſchiefe,, I am afraid to come at him? 
euſh (fayes God) be'not fo ſhye of him now ; be not 1o ſhye, 
deliver to him from me a_meflage, and a word of grace and 
comfort ; and why ? for (ſayes God) he prayer, he:prayes 
Caycs God) that is the reafon of it 3 now Paw js*a praying 
#axl, the caſes altered';/ it is a time of his' prayirg, and 
therefore it is a time of my pretyng, and of my mercy ; now 
he prayes, [ accept of him, doe thon accept of him ; and fo 
Ananiz: does, for he goes to hin, and prefently ſalutes him 3 
Brother $awl ((ayes hei) when' he is Gods ch:{d., he is his Bro- 
ther -{trcight, all quarrels are laid'downs affoon as.ever Saxl 
fals to! praying ; he prayer Clayes God; that is ſnfficient. 
You ſ{ce how gracioutly God dealcs with his when they tall a 
praying once. CHRTTE SLES £4 " 4 | 
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Now if yon wank know a reaſon of this, why God ſhewes 
hinfel& {o'gracious © us inthe time andicafe of prayet ;' the 
reefof is not from any worth of £14 perſons,or oF our prayers, 
in th mltzlves conjid:red: tor alas! what are they in the:{tght of 
God? or what necd hath he ot any tervice from us at all ? 
you know in the law the burning and broyling of ſo many 
beatts,' eſpecially. with hides and all (as ſometime it fel] out) 
was a-thing that ycelded no ſavoar of reft at allin it felte:: 
what. 
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what conld come from this,but a filthy ſmoak,a filchy ſtench? 

but then there was added thereco.wiae & oyle, and inccnie of 
Gods appointment, and ſo it was Gods Ordinance, ard then 
there was a favour of reſt in, it; Think the ſapac for,our 
prayers too, as they come from us,and are onely ours ; thrye's 
nothing in them of worth or acceptance : But when Gods 
Spirit is in it, when Gods incenſe, Gods pertameis ,pnt 
to it, , wich his blefling upon his owne way and Ordi- 
nance, then they come to be accepted, not (1 ay) ſimply, be- 
caule theyare ows; bur becaule t © are Gods ; G 


od gocs.up- 2 Aﬀirma- 


on his.owne motives, he graces and reſpe&ts our praycrs.; but tion, 


-why 2? becaule he loves prayers as hz owxze,and thegarty,pray- 
Jng,as his owne ; and becaute he delights in mercy prayed tor, 
aud fqr other. reaſons that, we ſhall give you by and by. ; _-1 , 
1. .cit of all, God, he does love prayer, Prot, 8. ThE 
er. of the righteous is his d:light ;. it is Gods mufick, it is rc- 
creation 3 it is called incenſe, in this reſpeft it is pleaſpng and 
acceptable unto God, prayeris his delight, becauſe that ir is 
his-own;appointuent andOrdinance,and thatOrdinance thag 
ſets God.n the Thronzif I may ſo ſpeak meane that repre- 
ſents:him.as God unto his people ; for we never give. unto 
God the glory of himſelfe untill ſuch time as. we fall a pray; 
Ing 3 but prayer gives away a# trom the creatare, it caritzs all 
to God;and.ſo ſets up God,and therefore God is pleaſed with 


prayer, and delights in the ſame. LE \4#r.4. 10 
., And then againe, God loves the party praying (we ſpeak 
of Gods, children that doe pray) I ſay, he loves the party 
praying t0903 and when the perſon is accepted, then you 
LEY any thing, paſſes. very .well ; let that Damoſell, in 
Adark, 6. 22, pleaſe Hered, though in a toy, you know what 
Herod fayes to her {traight, aske what thou wilt ({ayes he) it 
: ſhall-be rven unto thee; let Ether pleaſe Abaſuerss,and then 

ſhee reed not wooe him,he will wooe her ; ſpzak({ayes he) O 


Queen Eftber, what is thy petition, and what is thy requeſt ? 
and it ſhall be grantedunto thee. God delights in the per- 
ſons of his children, he loves them dearly ; and becauſe they *_ 
are ſo precious in his eyes, their prayers and their entreaties 
are very welcome to him, Jeb» 16, 26. , 


Thicdly, 
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'Thirdly,God is a Godthat delights in mercy,as the Scrip- 
tare te!s 15;he delights m mercy,layes Jeremy;and, (ayes Micah, 


aver cy pleaſer him : God is very well pleaſed when he hath an 


oepporeunity £9 ſhew his bounty, and to exerciſe his mercy, 
and his graciouſneſſe towards his people (and when he finds 
them on their knees, then they are in a capacity of mercy :) 
God is pleaſed with this, even to ſcatter mercy, and to ſhew 
kimſelte a bountitull God, he delights herein, therefore does 


even heap mercy upon his people when they are capable of the 
* fame: Hethertro, ſayes Chriit in the -16. of John 2 4. bh. 


therts you have arked nothing in my name, aiks and you ſhall 
Teceive. - Nothing, that i3, nothing to ſpeak of, as if he would 
ſay,nothing that I value at any thing, I doe not ſatisfilemy 
ſelte in that which I have done for you hitherto, yort* hitve 
hitherto asked nothing to ſpeak of, 'aske more, I ath &txdy-to 
give you more; ſo large are his bowels and his favours to- 
wards his people; God ftands diſpoſed to his when they come 

asking, as Naemer ſometimes did, 2 King. 5. toward Gebezs 

Gebezx comes to aske one talent, and one ſait of rajimentfor 

'each Levite (that ke ſuggeſts and [es for! 7 but what ayes 
Naaman to him ? nay, take two; one is too little, 
take two, and the Text tels us that he did prefſe b:-», and 

heaps them npon him ; -So deaſes God with his people when 
they come tohim for mercy” and for kindneſſe ; nay ((fayes 

God) take more, or at leaſt, I would you were*capable of 

more; T-conld as willingly give it, as you are willing to re- 
ceive it, if: the ſtay were not on your owne part :' God loves 

mercy, and thercfore is ready to entertaine the prayers of his 
chikdren when they come for mercy: As. there ate theſe rea» 
Tons taken from Gods gracious and blaffed narwre; fo, others 

may be added from orher occaſions.  _ - 4: cl 

_ Fanrthly, from the engagements that Iye upon God,in re- 
gard of his tree and gracious promites ; promiſes very free and 
very /arge, both for the matter that we fhall ak 3 ask what- 
ſaeyer you will, ask in-my name (ayes Chriſt) 'you ſhall re- 
ceive it: as alfo forth: weaſure, open thy mouth wide ({ayes 
God) and | will fifl it : as alfo for the rewe when God will 
doc it, before 19% fprak, { will heare, and while you arc ſpeakevg 
| | | 7 
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1} will anſwer, in the 65. of {ſarah, I forbeare to name other © 


places, becauſe they are familiarly knowne to you, ſo that 
God having engaged himſelf by promile to doe great things, 


and (as he fayes in the Prophet) to be verpgracrows unto his Ia.325.19, 


people: in point of prayer, therefore certainly he will b: as 
ood as his word. Ei. ol OTITIS 
And laſt of all, (whicft is the maine reaſon of all in truth) 
the reaton is from Chryſt, and from that. Covenant and tran- 
ſation that paſſes between Chreff-and his Father :: Chritt, he 


preſents our prayers,nay, we preſent Chriitunto his Father 3 


God looks uporra Chriſtian as -a piece and 'a! member of 


Chritt, he looks upon his prayer, as the:frux of Chritts in- 
terceſſion and Prieſtdome ; our prayers (being __ are in- 
dited by Chriſts.Sperit, and are preſented by Chriſts hand un- 
to his Father; they | are perfumed with his interceſſion, and 


wxh: his. incenſe, and therefore it/is certaine they 'be very Rercl.8.4. . 


pleaſing to God : God for Chriſts ſake will deny none that 
come'in the name and ir tne Spirit of the Lord Chriit ; nay, 
God hath left.the whol: diiÞenſarrien of this. bulinefſe unto 
the Lord-Gluift,”:and:i1hath- rcteried all: to himg' even to doe 
what he wil: with the Saints inthe Chenrch; as- fometimes 
Abaſuerns did with Effher, left it to her what ſhe would have 
done for her people and againſt her enemies; and as' fome- 
times Pharaoh (aid to Feſeph, Foſeph, (layes he) thy brethren 
are come.into egy unto thee, bid them welcome, take'the 
Land at thy command; place.them wherethou thinkeſt good; 
ſo-unto the ſame ette& does God fay unto the Lord Chriſt, 
© here be friends of thine, members of thine, that are bone of 
© thy bone, fleſh of thy fleſh, they come to me for ſome reliefe 


* and-ſuccour in thy namey here they be, receive *them, take 


© them, doe for them what thou ſeeſt- good, 1. will ratifie it; 
I will make it good; this is the maine reaſon : And theſe 
are the reaſons which 1 ſhall give. you of. the point, why 
the Lord is ſo:gracious unto his poore ſervants, when they 
come a begging and a ſuing, unto-him. Now 'give .me. leave 
in afew words to bring home this point, and to apply it,and 
then.we will patſe to another. | | 


Firſt of all, this muſt inſtruft us in regard of time paſt, it For 
P y GC | 
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Pſal.116.1-. 
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muſt be matter of humbling and of bluſhing unto us, that 
we have not anſwered the Lord, and returned according to 
the kindneſle that we have received, we doe not give unto 
God the glory of his goodnefle and of his 'gracioutneſle in 
anſwering prayer, but come many times with a great deale of 
feare, appeare before him with many doubts, and retwrae from 
him with a great deale of ſadneſſe ahd heavinetle : Oh ! how 
does this offend and diſpleaſe God 2? The Emperour was ſor- 
rythat-any man ſhonld come to offer aPetition to him,as it he 
were to offer meat to anElephant(ashe faid)with a trembling 
hand: Another, he was ſorry to ſee any man goe ſadly our 
of his preſence; and can the Lord doe otherwile,, but take 
it unkindly (as it were) at his. peoples hands, who are ſo 
deare unto him, whenas they are ſo jealous, ſo doubttull, fo 
feartull how they ſhall be accepted, and: fpeed, when they 
come in point of prayer to him ? Well, thatis a' thing we 
are to blame our ſelves for fir{t, ; 
And then in the ſecond place, this teaches: us for the pre. 
ſent totake notice of Gods goodnefle this way, and to blefſe 
and praiſe him for this his free grace, in;hearing pore ftnners; 
and poore Pett$ique,put up unto him from tire to time : This 
David took notice of, he would love the Lord, becauſe God 
heard his prayer in one Pſalme : In another ' he bleſſes 
God, Blefled be God (fayes. he). that thou haſt. not reje- 
&ed my prayer, nor thrned thy mercy from me, Pſal: 66. 3. 
Blefled be God, why ? that God did: not ſcorne his prayer, 
that God did not fling it away from him with indignation ; 
thus David : And truly, if we did truly underſtand the infi- 
nite d:#axee that is between God and us,. and thoſe many, 
many . flawes and defeCts that be in our prayers and ſervices ; 
did we underſtand theſe things: aright (his Excellency, and 
our owne lefſe then nothingneſle): certainly we could not 
but ſtand.in admiration at his goodneſfe this way : Let me 
exprefle my ſelte unto you in a compariſon, thus : Suppoſe 
that we muſt alwayes in all ourſuits* apply our: ſelves unto 
the King, and goe to him with our Petitions,” what a butt- 
nefſe would this be ? Conſider of it I beſeech you, 1. what a 
long journey we muſt take; and then, how long we muſt 
walt 5 
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wait;and then,how uncertaine we ſhould be of any ſucceſle or 
gracious anſwer at all : Weigh theſe things with your ſelves, 
and then refle&t upon Gods goodneſle, and admire him for 
the ſame: I inlarge it a little further : A man hath a ſuit un- 
to an earthly King or Prince, and what muſt he doe ? Firſt of 
all he muſt take a long journey to the Kings Court ; and then 
when he is there,he muſt find out ſomeCourtiers, ſome friends 
to ſpeak for him, and to make way for him, that he may have 
acceſſe;z when that is done, he muſt wait the Kings leifare, 
early and late hemuſt be ready to wait, and ſo ſtay his lei- 
ſure, and his pleaſure : When this is done, that he hath got 
acceſſe once, and is brought into the Kings preſence, how 
- then? he is not permitted to ſpeak his heart unto the King, 
and to ſay at large what his griefe and his affli&ion is ; nay, 
he muſt not Heak at all, onely deliver his Petition, and thar 
he muſt have ready drawne, and fairly drawne, there mult be 
no blurre in it, very briefe it muſt be, and very ſuccin&, he 
muſt not ſpeak any thing in the world that is impertinent, or 
that would be diſpleafing, but carry ir ſo, as that he may give 
fall content : And when all this is done, and his Petition 
is received, he hath not preſently an anſwer, but he muſt 
wait and wait againe, he muſt follow the Court ineo this 
Jace, and that place ; and when anſwer does come, it may 
be it is byt halfe an anſwer and a grant, perhaps the anſwer 
* js none other but a bare deniall, art leaſt a man cannot build 
upon it, becauſe he hath no promiſe before-hand that he 
ſhall be accepted,and that his petition ſhall be granted : Thus 
it is when we dale with an earthly Prince, when we come 
but upon one Petition : But now put the caſe that this Peti- 
tion be granted, what is it ? it is bat for ſome parrtiall or ſome 
particular thing 3 *cis not a grant that will make me happy, 
and that will doe my ſoule any good ar all, 1 ſhall need more 
things ; and what if I need againe,muſt I to the Court again ? 
maſt I wait againe ? muſt I run the ſame round I ran before ? 
Oh how troubleſome, how coſtly, how tedious would this 
beuntome? And if this beſo (my brethren) as you know 
it is, then I beſeech you doe bus conſider how intinitely we 
{fand bound to Almighty God for his goodnefle and his gra- 
C 2 ciouſneſle 
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ciouſneſſe towards us this way : Alas! we need him ever 
houre, and when we necd him we may goe to him when we 
will, he is alwayes at lerfwre ; come in the night and wel- 
come, come in the day and welcome ; and when we come, he 
is ready to receive us : his doors (as the doors of the Tri- 
bunes once in Rowe) are never [hut, they alwayes ftand open 
for petitioners that ſhall come unto him ; and thou mayeſt 
there ſpeak thy wind, and ſpeak thy heart ; all thy feares, all 
tay grietes, all thy wants thou mayeſt-tell him-at /arge, how 
the caſe ſtands with thee, and peak it in thy owne language; 
in ſtich Engliſh and ſuch termes as thou art able for to utter 
and to ſpeak ; and it thy Petition be not right, he will cor 
rect jt and make it good for thee, he will 'alter it, he will 
mend it for thy advamage, and for thy benefit ; and if it bs 
too ſhort; he will ſappty #r, and bid thee'-put in more; and 
when he hath Taded thee with : mercy from his preſence, as 
ſometimes Boaz did Rath, then he will give in charge that 
thou ſhouldeſt come «#garme to morrow., and that thou thouldit 
not be tos /oxg from him: he layes it as a charge upon thee, 
that thou ſhouldit notbe a ſtranger to him, but that thou 
ſhonldſt make uſe from time 'to time of his kindnefle, and 
the oftener the- better welcome ſiill ; This, this is the graci- 
ouſnefſe of our God unto his poore people ; we need not goe 


- Farre, but ſtep into our cloſets, there unbowell our {glves,.and 


utboſorit'oar foules, - and acquainc him with our ſorrowes 
and griefes; and h&is ready'to heare us, and willing to paſle 
by infrrmiries; arid to accept of our weak (very weak)prayers, 
when they are put up in truth and in humility:Oh conſider of 
this, and let the meditation of this now ſtirre _ up unto 
thankfulnefſe ro God ; his grace, his goodnefle is ſo great 
this way, as that] am ſwallowed up in the meditation of it, 
and'T have not words to expreſſe what his tenderneſle and his 
gracionſnefle is unto ns in every one 'petition that we put up 
unto him; you doe not know what a fr:evd you have of God, 
and -how many, wavy faveurs and: kindneſſes he ſhewes you 
In any oe Petition that he hearkens unto, and grants:to you 
ar any time. EE RE 
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In the laſt place, this looks ferwerd too, and it teaches ns a 
third thing, and then we have done with the firit part : The 
thing is this : 

Sith God is ſo gracious towards his people in point of 
prayer, therefore we-ſhould be invited ow, and encouraged 
to make uſe of this his kindneffe, and to goe to him upon 
this errand of prayer, as necd fhall require : Let us, | beſeech 
you, think as meanly of our ſelves,and of our ſervices as you 
will ; but let us alwayes have high thoughts of God, and 


3. Futyie. 


when we come to him in his owne way, then promile great 


things to our ſelves : And know, that heis able and ready 
to doe abundantly above that we can (peake or think (as 
the Apoſtle tels us ; ) thus we ſhould goe to God, and of his 
oodnefle herein we have a great deale of experience ; if we 
will not beleeve the promeſes that are very gracious, yet let 
us beleeve our owne experience this way to tryft in him : 
hath not God been gracious to #s in partrenlar, hath not God 
been gracious to us in common, for the publike, when we have 
{ought unto him in this way of prayer ? It fo, then let us 
conclude, that God is a conitant God, his power as great as 
ever, his love as mach as ever, his truth the lame tor ever ; he 
loves prayer as well as ever hedid ; he loves Chriff as well as 
ever he did, who 1s our Mediator ; and he loves the perſons of 
the Ele& as much as ever he did; he delights in wercy as much 
as ever ; therefore let this enconrage us to goe to God in all 
our affliftions and diltrefles, whether they are perſonall, or 
whether they are publike. | 
1. For our perſonall defefts, and our perſonall diſtreſtes, 
Jet us goe to God as Cornelass here does 3 Corneling, he is im a 
freight, and it was in a point of great concernment, he muſt 
re{olve one way or other, off or on 3 either be for this Chriſt, 
or againſt him ; Corneliws knew not which way to reſolve, he 
prayes therefore, he delires God that he would 2 aA him, 
that he would dicethim : Oh! let us doe the like in thele 
diſtreſſed times, when there be ſuch divifons and diſtrations 
in the Church of God, and amongſt the people of God, that 


a poore fimple body knowes not what is right, and what is 
C 3 &ruth, 


Epheſ. 3. 
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truth, and what is not ; knowes not which ſide to adhere un- 


to: Some call him this way, and ſome call him that way ; 
and another ſayes this is right, and you muſt goe this way if 


ever you will beſaved; and another ſpeaks quite tothe con- 
trary : What now ſhould a poore man doe ? Doe as Cornelius 
did, goe unto God alone, pray, faſt, importune him, defire 
him that he will teach thee, that he will reſo/ve thee, deſire 
him that he would ſend ſome Peter to thee, ſome Preacher, 
ſome Divine or other, that may ſettle thee and confirme thee 
in the way that thou ſhouldit goe : Thus if we doe, God will 
be the ſame tous that he was unto Cornzeliws, God heard him, 
and God will heare us too, though he doe not ſend an Angel 
from Heaven as hedid to him, yet he will ſend ſome Peter, he 
will ſend ſome dire&ion whereby we ſhall receive ſome ſatis- 
fattion, at leaſt far thoſe things that are Smply neceſſary and 
fundamentall ; he will diſcover ſo much unto us, as ſhall be 
assepted, and as ſhall guideus unto his Heavens : This is his 
promiſe, Pſal. 25. he will guide the meek in his way, and he 
will teach {inners the way,and he willjſhew unto them his ſal- 
vation; and in John 7. 17. ſayes our Saviour, He that will 
doe the will of God, he ſhall know the doitrme whether it be of 
God or #0 : If a man in humility of ſpirit, and in ſincerity and 


zrarch of heart will goe tO God for diref&tion, as Cornelins did, 


reſolving with him, I and mine arehere before God, and 
whatſoever God ſhall ſpeak unto us in his winery, we are reg- 
dy to doe it, and to follow it : It any man will doethus, it is 
certaine that God will give him a reſolution and a ſettle- 
ment, and ſuch a ſettlement as ſhall beacceptable (as we ſaid 
betorc) and ſhall give ſatisfaQtion to his ſoule. What I ſpeak 
of this particular{becauſe the very caſe leads meto it, in my 
Text) that we may ſqy of all other things too : Carry all 
thy feares to God, and all thy ſforrowes to God, and all thy 
ſcruples ro God, acquaint him with thy caſe, .and beg help 
and ſtrength from himyhe is able, he is ready to heare. Yea but 
will he heare (me?) Yea thee, he will heare thee. Oh ! but 
my prayers are weak, and poore: He is a gracious God, 
he paſſcs by infirmities, doe what thou art able to doe, and 
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he is as ready to help thee as Cornelins, 2. What we ſay for 


private men, that we may ſay much more now, in the pub/ikg 
Caſe, when it comes to pnblike prayer, and to matter of a 
publike concernment, here we ſhould be encouraged to goe to 


' God: Is God foready to heare prayer ? does he fo graciouſ] 


anſwer and accept of poore and weak prayer? Then, 1 beſeech 
you, why ſhould not we goe to God in reſpe& of the Keng- 
deme, in reſpe& of the Church, and in reſpett of the preſent 
cexdition that we lye under now 2 Oh ! let us all ſer a praying; 
pray home the King, pray downe Antichriſt,pray up the Lord 
Chriſt into his Throne, "py againſt the ſinnes of the Land, 
that they may be removed, andall thoſe ebAruB:ons that doe 
hinder the ſuccefle of our prayers from day to day ; for cer= 
tainly there are very ftrange and great obſtrukions that 
lye in the way, otherwite:it were not 'pofſible for our gra- 
ciuos God that: is fo ready to heare the Petitions of one 
poore man, to ſtand out ſolong againſt the ſuits and pe- 
titions of #l/the people in a whole Natrwn; the obſtradti- 
ons are great, pray all theſe out of the way. Of theſel 
will inſtance one or two. I will leave. the reſt in regard of 
my haſte. 

One maine wg which probably hinders our ſucceſſes in 
prayer is the 6/o0d that lyes upon the Land, that is a heavy 
thing, that lyes heavy upon the heart af the Land. *Tis ſaid, 
2:King. 24. 4- that God would not pardon theblood that 
Manaſſes ſhed in Jeruſalem; he filled Feruſalew and the Land 
from corner to corner with ianocent blood 3 God (ayes the 
Text there) would not pardon this finne : Nay, this finne 
lived ſome ſucceſſions, after that Afanaſſes was dead. Oh! 
this finne, this ſinne threatens this Land of ours! this blood 
that lyes upon the Land, the blood that was ſhed heretofore 
in thedayes of Queen Mary, that innocent blood that hath 
been ſhed fince by this nnhappy difference that is amongſt us : 
Oh ! the Sea oft blood that runs through this Land ; who 


' muſt bereFoxſall, who muſt be anſwerable-for this ? this is a 


great finne that obſ{trufts our prayers much. It behooves us, 
Beloved, to doe as God ordered them in.Dewt, 21, $. when 
07:2 there: 
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there was tanocent blood ſhed, and the murderer could not 
be found out, then the neighbouring Townes they mult goe 
forth,they muſt {lay a Beaſt, offer a Sacrifice, waſh their hands, 
pray to God ; Oh Lord! be mercitullunto the Land, and un- 
to our Cities, lay not to our chargethis blood : So muit we 
doein this cate ; Oh Lord, be mercitull unte this-poore Land . 
almoſt drowned in blood,doe not charge upon us this blood, 
lay not to our charge this innocent blood, but: accept of a 
Sacrifice, andan atonement : That is one thing. we mult 
pray againſt, as a maine obſtruſtion, 0H St omor; ::: 
And another is this, non.execatwn of Juſtice ; let David in 
2 Sam, 21. let David (1 ſay) wait, and ſtay, :and pray from 
yeer to yeer for the removall of the ſtroke that-was then up- 
on the Land, untill ſuch time as execut:w be done upon the 
bloody houſe of Sal, there will beno ceflation of.that ftroke : 
and of the famine that was then upon theni 3: bit afloone as » 
ever that was done, and juſtice executed, preſently-the faceaſ 
the State was changed, and the Lord ſhewed-himſelte a recon=. . 
ciled God: Oh ! let us pray here againe,that God would ſtirre 
up,many a Phmehas in this age, and that he would give the , 
{pirit of Phmehas to thole that be in authority, that they may |. 
doe execution, and ſo tlie plague may ceaſe; Now it is ſaid of 
Phineh&, hedid an execation, ſo the_ plague cealed : ' Let us 
pray, that there may-be found in this City, and in other parts . 
of the'Kingdome, ſuch -a man as Jeremy deſcribes, chap, 5.1... 
A wan that does judgement, a manthat ſeeks for truth(he is-. 
a.man) a pr#ike man that itands* in the gap : pray, thatwe 
may have ſuch to ſtand in the-breach. EC S122 3 
And then thirdly ;:there is a third obſtruttion, : and that is 
the feattallindiipoiitionto peace that is amonglt us, and az 
aptnelle to quarrell and fall out within our ſelves; Lpeak not 
onely of that outward warre.'that-is. abroad, but I ſpeak of 
another bul{inefſe within our felves ; if God would put up his 
{word, it is a queſtion whether we wopld put up ours, yea 
or no : 1am airaid of a ſacred-warre, it the civilkwarre-vere 
onceended/and determined-z many ſpirits are ſo'imbittered-- 
one;againit another, men are ſo. inchanted with their owne / 
Conceits 
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conceits and opinions, that they will put all intoa combuſti- 
on, rather then they will lay downeany one conceit, or any 
one quarrell, or contention that they have engaged themſelves 
in; this is a fearfull thing; how can we look that God ſhould 
put an end to our warres, when weare (o willing to be at 
warre one with another, brother againſt brother, and friend 
againſt friend, without any difference almoſ ? 

Bur laſt of all, there is another, and that ſummes up all ; 
and that is our unworthy earriage towards God in the midſt 
of ſo many meanes and mercies : He hath given us his Word; 
we ſle:zght that;zhe hath made a Covexart with us, and we have 
renewed the Seale thereof, many of us (I doubt not) of late : 
this Covenant we faliifie, we prophane and abule ; the Lord 
hath executed ſome judgements amongſt us, and what uſe doe 
we make of them ? where is the man (almoſt) that is one whit 
reformed, or much the better for all theſe miſeries and ca- 
lamities that have come upon the State, and upon the Land? 
this, this is the fnne, the provoking finne, that we are too- 
to incorrigible this way, and tooto backward to improve 
thoſe meancs and thoſe judgements which are amongſt us : 
For this God might juſtly have a controverfie with the Land; 
Oh ! let ns pray, let us pray,that we may be of one mind, and 
of one judgement, that ſo there may be peace in our Land, 
peace in our Churches, peace in our worſhips, that we doe 
not tight againſt our ſelves in our prayers : Ant let us pra 
in the next place, that we may make better uſe of the Wor , 
and of the miniſtery thereof ; that we may make better uſe of 
former corre&ions, and former judgements then we have 
done, that ſo the Lord at length may look upon us,and when 
we are humbled and doe accept of his puniſhment, may then 
remember the Land, our dittreiſed Land, our reeling Land, 
our dying Land, that God in mercy may then think upon it, 
and heale it : Th we ſhould labour, even to pray unto God 
for the publike, that all hinderances may be removed, and 
all furtherances expedited, whereby our happineſle may be 
recovered and refetled : And why ſhould we not ſet npon this 


work now?what reaſon have = to be diſmaid?Happily ſome 
will 
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will ſuggeſt, we ſee our prayers doe not take, - and that we 
doe not tucceed as we would ; nay, the Lord frownes upon 
us, and hides his face from us. Yea, but hang upon him till, 
pray ſtill, follow him ftill ; doe as Corneliws did, think of a 
Reformation ; lay not all upon praying, andall upon faſting, 
but doe more, as he does ; Cernelins prayes, but he feares God 
too 3 Cornelius prayes, but he reformes his Family too, (he had 
Servants, yea, Souldiers too, that feared God in his Family;) 
Cornelis prayes, but he hath reſpe to all Gods Commande- 
ments, to beth T ables as well as unto one: Cornelis prayes, 
but he is faithfull in the part:calar place and calling wherein 
God had ſet him ; he was a good Souldier, he was a faithfull 
Officer and Centurion in the place that he did ſuſtainez and 
when as we are thus anivatils good,ſutable unto our ſelves, 
that we are good Chriſt1ens,and that we are good Hafters,and 
that we are good Commanders,and that we are good Sewldiers, 
(good and faithfull in the particular places wherein God 
hath ſet us) then our prayers will paſſe, and then God wil 
be ſo gracious tous, as he was unto Corxze/ms - And fo we 
leave that poynt wich you. 

The next thing Cornelrmns does,is a work of werey; he gives 
Almes ; he was not onely a jſt man, but he was a mercrfull 
man, & was mercifull throwghout;he had a mercitull havd,and 
he had a mercifull heart : The word here uſed 6a41u:0vn, with 
words of that forme & terminationgas J1xa10ovyn,and the like, 
is very comprehenſivezit implyes and concludes both, affettzns 
CF effettum, ſo that he does exerciſe mercy with a very merci- 
full anda gracious heart and affeftion : The thing here direGt- 
ly ſpoken of is the furs of his mercy, the effefts thereof, as 
the plurall does thew us; and thele are ſaid for to be before 


' God, they are before God, as they are afted by Cornelis; he did 


them in {ſincerity 3 and they are before Goa gas they are recor- 
ded by God too, God ſets them upon record, would keep 
them in memory, they are remembred of God, as the Text here 
tels us. I ſhall not need to tell you how that memory 1s too 
low a thing for to be properly aſcribed unto God, he is one 


that ſees and knowes all things at once, ſ#b wno codemque 
1inith 


of MErcy. 
z:#twitu, ſo that he hath no uſe of memory at all, but the 
Lord is pleaſed to apply himſelte to our capacity, and to con- 
deſcend tous 3 and the plaine meaning is this, that God docs 
obſerve and book (there is a condeſcention in that expreſſion Dg#F, 
too 3) God obſerves, and God does book ( ſay) every a, 
and every work of mercy that is done by his Servants, and by 
his People ; God takes notice of them all, and notes them, 
in their circumſtances, and with the particwlarnies of the 
ſame; he obſerveth 1. whe it is that does a work of mercy, I. 
Cornelins : he obſerveth 2. what's the thing that he does, he 2, 
does (many As) of mercy, and that mercy properly, which 
hath reſpe& unto mans prelent {fe and /1velyheed, that is the 
mercy here ſpoken of : 3. He takes notice how much mercy 3. 
a man ſhewes ; he gave wuch Almer, as'tis ſaid in this Chap- 
ter ; and Dorcas made wary Coates for many poore perſons : As g. 
God takes notice of 4. the Time when a man ſhewes mercy; #4- 
Obadiah in a hard time, he hid a hundred Prophets,and ſhew- 
ed them mercy then, r Kg. 18. 5, God takes 5. notice how 5. 
a man does mercy, with what heart, and with what inlarge- 
ment of affe&ion, as he does thoſe Macedonians, 2 Cor. 8. 
that they in their extreame- poverty, did ſhew mercy to 
their power, and beyond their power : 6. Yea, God takes 6. 
notice of the /eaft degree of mercy that is ſhewed by his Ser- 
vants to any of his people, even to a little cake of bread, as 
he does in the Book of Kings in the Widow ; and to one exp 1 Kin. 17.39- 


of cold water, as he he does in the Goſpell ; verily, if aman Marth. 10.42. 


give but a cup of water ; (water) that is a cheap thing ; cold 

water, no matter either of coſt or paines ; ſayes he, if he gives 

ſuch a cup of water to the leaft of mine, it ſhall not beforgot- 

ten, it ſhall be rewarded : So that God, you ſee, takes parti- 

cular notice, writes downe, books downe every a& and work Grot. ad 

of mercy that is done by his people. I could be large in {94 

proving of this now, but I ſhall not need to fay more to ſuch 

an wxderſtanding auditory ; I mult haſten, in regard of the 

time and my owne ſtrength. | 

What may be the grounds and reaſons of this, that God Reaf- I, 

does thus boox and write done every work of mercy ? The Negative 

D 2 rea{on 


OE no eo a BAS oe” : "2 
2755 


A Cee Me Re ee ow . 
= £ T IP O02 apy _— WS > 6" Ro 4 _ — —_ 
ES ms - ONO F Fg a. og 

FI _ - ” 4A \ A 


£ 4 =: - 
» 
w OO 


a ow . . 
OS. a Md end ” 

73 © bn 

_ & I 


The ſecond P oynt 


— — 


— hmm 


is not from the worth (as we {aid bctore,of prayer :) So here, 
not from the worth of our works, and of thoſe Almes that 
we are ablc to give; as the Farmers of merit in another world 
and in another Church ule for to ſpeak, who are very hgh in 
their expreſſions this way, touching their Mercy, their Alms, 
their good Deeds, for which they expe a great deale of 
thanks, and refþeft from God, but without reaſon ; for cer- 
Cartw. 0: the tainly (as one hath well obſerved) it is very true that many 
Khem. Teſt. of thoſe things which they called works of mercy, were in- 
. deed the works of penance,and were but mnltts, fines & amerce- 

ments, laid upon them by their Conteflors for faults that 

they had committed; and certaine it is, that many of thoſe 

that they did ſo bragge and boaſt of, are wore owrs a great 

deale then theirs : However the Doners were tainted and ſun- 

burnt with ſome particulars of Popery ; yet in the maine, 

many of them were more ours, then theirs : 30 that they 

have no reaſon to bragge that way. In truth, what is a mans 

mercy to God ? our goodneſle reacheth not to him ; what 

can we give him, butwhat is his owne already, and what he 

hath given us firſt? So that that cannot be the reaſon why 

Cod reſpetts our mercy, for any worth or dignity that is in 

our Almes : But the reaſon is this ; God is pleaſed in Chriſt 

to look upon our perſonr, and then :next to accept of our 

Reaſons.. ſervices for Chriſis ſake; and fo in particular of our Almes : 
2, Affirmat. God is pleaſed to reſpe& them, becaule they are expreſſions of 
j Chrifts Spirit, and the frwits of his owne Spirit, and becauſe 
they are Sea/es of our obedience, and of our thankfulneſſe 

-unto him ; and becauſe that they are meares of refreſhin g the 

bowels of his poore Servants. For theſe cauſes, and under 

theſe names and notions it is, that God takes notice of our 

Almes and Works of mercy, and daignes to regard and write 

them : Write them, how ? not to help hx owne memory (that 

needs not) but to belp owr Faith, and to help onr Love, that we 

ſhonld be encouraged in this way to doe works of mercy. I 

. have ſpoken as briefly as 1 can unta the point, and yer, 1 

think, ſufficient. for ſo plaine a point as this is. All the bu- 

fineſſe here lyes in the Application and the Utle of this. 

And 


of MEexrcvy. 


And the Ules (Honoured and Peloved) are theſe. 

If this be ſo, that God takes particular wotice, and writes 
downe every work of mercy that is done; then this ſpeakes 
but ſad newes unto divers ſorts of people. 

The firſt are ſuch men as are meere frangers unto mercy, 
and the fruits thereof ; they were never guilty of ſuch a thing 
as Mercy and Almeſ-deeds : If you compare the Books (Gods 


and theirs) together, you ſhall find the Books much whac 


alike unto ſome Almaracks, that are full of letters, both red 
and black & bloody on one ſide, but on the other fide there is 
fair paper, a waſte empty blank;that is all that is to be found 
there : Even ſo itis with many a mans books, if he be a true 
recorder of his works of mercy : On the one fide, you frall 
find, /tems, ſo much ſpent upon Pride, and ſo much ſpent up- 
on Luft, and ſo much ſpent upon Reveyge, and ſo much ſpent 
at Dice, and ſo much ſpent in P/ayes, and ſo much ſpent up- 
on /inxe and Wickedneiſe z this ſide is fall of what hath been 
laid out touching themſelves, and for themſelves in purſu- 
ſuance of their luſts : But now when it comes to a work of 
mercy, what have you done for God? what for Chriſt ? what 
for the members of Chriſt ? what for the advancement of Re- 
| ligion? or any pioxs work or ſervice ? what ſhall you find 
there ? Even a blank, meere cyphers, nothing elſe. Oh mi- 
{erable men ! how will thele fare when they ſhall be called to 
an accompt for their Stewardſhip? when they have laid out all 
for themſelves, and upon themſelves and their Juſts, and laid 
out nothing at all for God, and for the love of God. This 
is one {ort. 

But then there is another ſort worſe then theſe,and they are 
ſach as are not onely ſtrangers unto mercy, but are Oppoſites, 
Enemies, (as it were) to mercy at leaſt they walk in a quite 
oppoſite way unto the way of mercy: Thele,why theſe do not 
feed the poor,but they flay them 3; they do not c/oath them,bur 
they ſirip them ; they make not any proviſion for them, bur 


caſt how utterly to 7#ie and to undoe them : In lead of hea- 


lmg them they woxnd them ; in ſtead of relieving them, they 
opprefſe: them, and in ſtead of being to them any eaſe and 
D 3 | comfort, 
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comfort, they lay upon them heavy burdens, heavy preſiures ; 

This is a black crying iinne, and will prove ſo at the /aft day ; 
what ? if they in HAatth.25, (as Auſtin well inferres thence) if 
they ſhall be ſhut ext of Heaven, and ſent from the preſence of 
God with a curſe, who have not fed the hungry, nor cleathed 


' the naked, nor v:/itedthe impriſoned ? &c. Oh then ! where 


Luke 14-13. 


ſhall they appeare ? and what ſhall become of them that are 
ſo farre from this, that they have done what 'they could to 
ſwck_out the very blood of the poor members of Jeſus Chriſt ! 
This is a ſecond ſort. 

Nay, in the third place, let this be a matter of humbling 
to the beff of us,. for certainly we are all ſhort in this buf- 
neſſe, and have cauſe even to bluſh and hang downe our 
heads, betwixt man and man when it comes to a contre- 
button, and we ſee other men underwrite, it may be, ſo many 
crownes, or {o many pexnds, we are aſhamed to appeare in the 
fame Roll, and to have our names liited where farthigs and 
balf-pence are ſet upon our heads ; much more ſhould we bluſh 
when we bring our ſelves into the prefence of God, and there 
conlider that God ſees all we doe, all that others have done ; 
he writes downe every mans vame, every mans worke, every 
mans Almes, and they are bookt, and this book will be read 
and produced at the laſt day : This, this ſhould put us to the 
bluſh, eſpecially when we confider two things yet found up- 
on us : T hat is, our backwardzeſſe unto works of mercy z and 
our barrenneſſe in works of mercy. 

Firſt, for our #ackwardrneſſe ; how heavily doe we come 
off (for the moſt part) in works of this kind ? Mercy is by 
our Saviour preferred before kzndneſſe : Sayes he, when thou 
makelſt a Feaſt, bid the poore, &c. doe nor bid the rich; a 
man may bid his rich friends in a way of kmdnefſe, but (ſayes 
Chriſt) preterre the other before that, mercy betore kindneſſe ; 
mercy is better then kindnetle. But now (my Brethren) is 
ic ſo with us? doe we ſet mercy above kmaneſſe ? in way of 
kindneſſe and neighbourhood, yon know what men will 
doe 3a friend defires you to goe a journey with him,you will 
goe;z you will ſay, what though it coſt me five pound ? what 

| if 
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if it beten pound? what a matter is that betwixt friend and 
triend, neighbour and neighbour ? When you meet together 
(ſometimes) in a Taverne, or at an Inne upon ſome occaſions 
in way of kindveſſe, to drink or feaſt together, then happy is 
that man that can be rid of his money firſt ; I'le pay 1ayes 
one 3 Ile pay fayes the other ; you ſhall not pay a penny ſayes 
the third, Ile beare all, &c. and now happy is the man that 
can be rid of his money qwzckly ; it growes ſometimes very 
neer to a quarrel, becauſe we cannot be ſuffered to ſpend onr 
money : Thus in works of &;»dnzefſe. But now come to a 
work of Mercy, how is it then? is the money the» upon the 
Table ? is every man ready to throw downe ther, and to lead 
the way unto other men in this caſe ? Nay then, alas! Iam in 
debt ; then, my purle is not about me; or elle, when it comes 
to the opening of the purfe, every finger is a thumb, and it is 
ſach a while before any thing will be got out, that it is very 
tedious and irkſome to a man to behold it : Then the queſti- 
on is not, who ſhall be frff ? but, who ſhall be /a# ? [le ſee 
what my betters doe firſt, there are ſuch and ſuch, they area 
great deale richer and better then my ſelfe, 1 will fee what 
they doe ; happy is the man here that can be hrndmoFF : Oh! 
my Brethren, is not this a thing,think you, that ſhould ham- 
ble us, that ſhould ſhame us? that we in way of comrte/ie to 
man ſhould be thus free, but when it comes to works of mer- 
cy for God, we ſhould be fo bound up, that we cannot cheer- 
fully, almoſt, part with any thing ? this is one of the things 
we fault in our ſelves, this ſame #ackwardneſſe to workes of 
this kind. | 

But ſecondly, there is another thing,and that is barremweſſo 
in works of mercy : If a man will but compare what is ex- 
pended on ſelfe, and on the publike;what a valt difference will 
there —_ upon the very firſt view? If a man read his 
books, he ſhall find, rem ſo much beſtowed upon Apparrel, 
and ſo much beitowed upon a FeaFF, and ſo much for my ſelfe, 
my ſelf- credit, and my ſelf-del:yghtand content, my ſelfe I kyow 
not what, ſo much for /elfe ; there it amounts to ſcores, to 
hwndreds, it may be, to thow/ands : But then come on the other 


fide 
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fide ; how much for Gods Houſe ? how much for Gods worſhep ? 
how much for charitable and tor wercefull u/e5? and then there 
come two-penees and three.pences, and poore ſhort reckonings, 
not worthy to be accounted and ſummed up almoſt : Is it nor 
thus (I beſeech you) with many of us ? are we not thus barren 
in works of mercy? and ſhould not this ſhame us now? hope, 
my Brethren, I hope,that there are none of you but will beare 
me company in this work, even this night before you ſleep, 
betwixt God and your ſelves to confefle this your finne, 
your #igardize towards God, your pinching when it comes to 
a work of mercy and charity; whereas you can be prof#ſe and 
prod:gall when it is to ſerve your ſelves, and your owne 
ends. | 

*But this is not all ; we nuſt not onely be ſorry for our fal- 
5g this way, but we muſt labour to reforme and amend this 
now, to put on to this great work of charity and mercy that 
is underhand : I beſeech you, coniider, that we are bownd 
to it as well as Cornelixs; and that we are as able many of us 
to doe it, as that poore Captaine was : Conſider, how that 
we have as faire promiſes as ever he had, and: that we have as 
faire epportunities : Opportunities, ſaid I ? Nay, never more 
opportunities then in this day in which welive; I need not 
tel] you ; you cannot be ſtrangers to the miſceries of the Land, 
and of this City ; 1 am but a ſtranger here my ſelte, yet not- 
withſtanding, I ſee and know ſo much, that if you would be 
pleaſed, you (l meane) of the richer ſort, to deſcend and to 
Foe into the houſes of many poore men (hundreds in ſome 
leverall Pariſhes) and there ſee how they fare, and how they 
lodge, | am periwaded,you would be forry, that your horſe, 


that your dog ſhould feed and lye no better then ſome of them 


doe : And it you would yet goe farther, and look upon many 
men that /avoxr, and Jabour d:gently, early up, and late 
downe, that take exceſſive pames for to get their bread, you 


thould tind that they be not able to afford ſo much money as 


would buy a little freſh water to make their children drink ; 
yea, that they are ſo called upon by Wife and Children with- 
in, that they cannot endure the bowſe almoſt; bread ſayes one, 

rink 


of Mercy. 


£ drink, ſayes the other ; Father, where ſhal's have vittuals, 
© 0h ! lam ready to {inke, 1 am ready to faint : It is the caſe 
of many modeſt men, /abouring men, that toyle and take a 
great deale of paines, and are not able to maintaine them- 
ſelves and their F amilies with their Iabours, you would find 
it ſo upon ſearch made. 

Shall I adde a third Inſtance? there are come to the City 
(certainly ic is the Homoxr of this City, and God will blefſe 
the City for it, and you will all ſpeed the better for your re- 
ceiving of them 3) there are come to the City, I ſay, a com- 

any of poore people that are driven out of the Country ; they 
ived, ſome of them,in good faſhion in their Country, able to 
relieve many poor (ſome of them able men that did bear office 
in the place where they lived;) men that ſtand fo diſpoicd, 
that they had rather halfe farve, then they would be baurthen- 
ſome to you; ſuch there are about this Towne: Touching theſe 
[ may {ay,that unlef{eGod be mercifull to them,and'the times 
| doe mend and ſettle,and ſome courle be taken, many of them 
will be more then halte ſtarv2d. You, my Brethren, you here 
fit warme, you herelive in plenty, live in abundance, but my 
heart bleeds and dyes within me, to think of the miſery and 
de:\olation that I have in part ſeen in ſome parts of the Coun- 
try : I muſt tell you, that if. ſo be the Lord be not pleaſed to 
find out ſome way of reliefe tor many poore people in the 
Country, they will be utterly ſtarved and nndone; they can- 
not expe& many more HarveFFs and crops of Corne : Well 
may they come up hither and eat up your plenty, but they will 
not be able to bring in any ſwpplies to you, as formerly they 
have done : Oh ! conlider, and ſay not now, men groane 
without a ca#ſe,. and there is not ſ#ch weed as men will pre- 
_ tend : ,No, certainly, certainly there is great need ; for many 
men, they have lived as /org, and ſhifted as long as they know 
how to live in an honeft way 3 the Lord pitty them, and give 
you hearts to tender them to your power.. 

Well, but things ſo #andirg, what ſhall I perſwade you to ? 
two things, my Brethren. a 
| Thefuſtis this ; that you wu labour to make your ſelves 
| ab bs 
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able to doe ſomewhat : And then ſecondly, that you will 

travell with your ſelves, that you may be welling to doe for 
thoſe that be neceſſiroms, in miſery and want. 

1. 2owableto For the firſt ; ſome man will ſay, Alas, how can we help ic 

doe works of wow ? how (can) we help it ? trade failes us; our burthexs,they 

mercy « are heavy, and payments, they are mwultiplyed upon us more and 
more; it is not with us as it hath been, we are not able to doe 
what we are willing to d9e. 

Well, I heare your anſwer, I beizeve it tobe true in ſome 
part + But now I befeech you, good my brethren, let us ca#t 
about a little, and fee whether we may not be in ſome mea- 
ſure exa-led to doe for thoſe that be in greater want then onr 

'P ſelves. 1. Ute your ha-ds, you that are able to labour, la- 
Epheſ.4.28. bour and take paines, as Paw! would have you, Epheſ. 4. that 
io you may have ſomewhat to ſpare for thoſe that are not 
2o able tolabour or to take paines. 2. Anduſeyourheads roo, 
ſet your wits awork this way, caſt about and contrive as well 
as you can how the neceſſities of people may be ſupplied in 
ſome meaſtre : Caſt abort, I ſay ; 1s there noway to prevent 
theſe :d/e vagrants, and theſe perſons that eat up the bread of 
the honeſt poore ? Ts there no way for to pull downe more of 
theſe Play. houſes, | meane, Tipling-houſes, Ale-houſes, and the 
like; and to ſet up Workimg-honſes that people may have la- 
\ bour, and that they may be ſet upon fomewhat ? is there no 
way forus to caſt and contrive how people'may be kept alive? 
1 beſeech you that are men'of wiſaowe and underitanding, 
that you will imploy your thoughts this way. 
: 3; And then next ; doe ſomething by way 'of abatement, 
abate ſomething, and abridge your ſelves a lictle, that. you 
may be helpfull to others: Abate ſomething from your backs, 
and ſomething from your befies,and ſomething fromyour de-: 
lights and recreations; be content a litile to deny yourſelves, 
(to deny your ſelves a {utle, | ſay) for the ſupply of others. I 
tell you, I am verely perſwaded that:there would be enough: 
ſwoed and ſpared from needlefſe drinking, T meane, from ene, 
and.T obacco, and Strong.waters, and thelike. and from trim. 
wings,8& aces and drefſer,and ſuch like things:as are wor» then 
neceſſary 
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necefſury; enough ſnared, I ſay, to ſupply the! neceſſities of ma- 


ny men that doe nov: ſtand *2,great need of very necefſartes : 
Oh! let your Bread be a little 6rowner, let your Tables be a 
little ſhorter, let your Coats be a little plainer, a little courſe, 
a little condeſcend to the wants of your poore brethren, 
my __ ſomething unto them that are diſtreſſed and 
naked. 

You will ſay happily, that you muſt maintaine not onely 
Nature, but you mutt maintaine the honoxr, the port, and the 
credit of your places too. 

I anſwer, it is true, you muſt,(Tle not preſſe you now with 
that which ſome Caſu:Fs ſay touching this point in caſe of: 
extremity, and of meere neccifity, how farre forth aman muſt 
deny himſelfe that way 3 we will not ſtand upon that now) 
we will yeeld you that ; and there will be a competency, hope, 
without any ſuch extremity : We doe not preſſe you that you 
ſhonld any way deny your ſelves any thing that is fit for 14- 
?wre, that is fit for your p/aces, and for your relations : onely 
I propound and offer this, whether when theſe are anſwered 
and ſatisfied competently, whether then there will not be ſome 
overplis ? and if ſo, then preſſe the point : Will you not 
deny your ſelves in a ſ#perfluity? abate a letle for Chriſt? a lit- 
tle Bnifbnelſ and a little exceſſe and ſu ity? What? not 
abate a little from a dog, from a bird, from a beaf#? Will you 
not doe thus much for {bri#F ? Chriſt bated of Heaven (as it 
were) for the time, he was content to lay afide his glorious 
Robes in our miſery, aud in our beggery - Oh ! let Chriſt be 
{o much beholding to you, that you lay ſomething out of the 
overplas for hin and for hs ſaks : And when you doe what 
you are able to doe, it is accepted ; as the Apoltle ſaith, Ut & 
accepted according to that that a man hath, and not according te 
that which he hath net, 2 Cor, 8, 12. Thus you muſt labour to 
be able to doe works of mercy. 


But then there is a-ſecond thing; and that is, when you are 2. How willing 
able, you muſt be willwg and readyto doe it too ; you muſt be #9 4o* them. 


willing to it, I ſay; and here God beares us downe with a 
world of Arguments. 3. If we look to Ged,he is our friend,nay 
E 2 our 
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and ſtand out ? ſhall thenaked fleſh and skin of Chriſt pie 
away for want of ſuccour ? 3. Adde to this : Chriſtians themi- 
ſelves that come unto you ; alas! they are your fleſh, as 
the Prophet ſayes, 1/a. 58. they are your owne fleſh : What ? 
{hall the head doe nothing for the foot ? and ſhall the hand and 
the eyes do nothing for the /egs? what ? not for im owne fleſh, 
and for thoſe that be of the ſame body ? 4. But laſtly, conh- 
der your ſelves, and have reſpeCt to your ſelves (if you regard 
none of the former,) and provide for your ſelves, labour to 
place your wealth ſafely, to ſecure it firſt, and then to 1m- 
prove next. _. 

- For the ſecxreng of it, put it into a ſwre hand ; you know, 
men in theſe doubttull and dangerous times caſt about where 
they may ſafely place their Treaſure and their Goods ; ſome 
ſend it to a Garriſon, and ſome (happily) paſſe it over the 
Seas into another Country. But tell me now,l beſeech: you, 
is there any place ſo ſafe as Heavex, where no thiefe comes, 
where no planderer comes, where no ruſt comes ? is there any 
place like that ? or can you put it into a better and ſafer hand 
then into the hand of God himſelfe ? labour to lay it where 
you. may be ſure to have it forth-comming , pur it into 
Gods hand. ; 

Nay, prove your eſtates this way : you are willing to-dve 
thatzl hope,ſow, that you may reap, ſo the "m— cals works 
of mercy : It is a ſowing;it is good bnbandry tor a man to ſow, 
it payes him for his paines to ſow ; what you give in works 
of mercy, you ſhall reap for the ſame a greater Crop, and a 
greater 
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grea:er hacvelt. Nay, what ſayes Solomon? Prov, 19. 17. 
he that gives to the poore, /ends to the Lord, and the Lord 
will repay him againe. I bgſcech you,mark that place : You 
give to a man, but God takes it not as a gift, he takes it as a 
debt ; "cis your gitt,*cis Gods debt ; and he becomes the debtor 
and the ſwrety for the poore man ; you give toman, but you 
| lendit to God, and God is atleaſt debtor to himſe/fe and his 
owne truth, 

| Yea,but when ſhall I have it againe?ſayes he there,God will 
(certainly) repay it, God will (fully and abuzdantly ) repay it, 
no man ſhall loſe by God. My Brethren, take Gods word 
once, take him for your ſurety, and lend to him ; he hath 
pawned his Honour and his Credit upon it, that you ſhall be 
repaid,firſt or laſt. Labour to «emprove your eſtates this way 3 
yea, labour to ſettle ſomething upon PoFerity, pur it into 
Gods hand : We will put(ſ{ometimes)a Portion into a friends 
hand fora child ; truit God with it, henever dyes, he never 
breaks , he ever lives ; make him your Execs#ter, God will 
then providefor yours : The righteous, he gives, and hedi- 
ſtributes, and hs ſeed exjoyes the bleſſing : Oh! lay up your 
eſtates with God, lendunto God, lend it upon this P#b1iks 
Fath, as it were, upon Gods Faith, and God will not faile 
you, he will certainly repay you againe. Thus you ſhould 
{abour to be willing unto this good work of mercy : Many 
reaſons more we might prefie you withall : Ple onely mind 
you of that of our bleſſed Saviour, in As 20. whereit is ſaid 
(it was a Proverb of his) that it is 4 more bleſſed thing for ts 
grve, then it & to receive : Doe not you think ſo? doe not 
you think your caſe better- to be able to relreve others, rather 
then to be relieved by others ? is it not in your eyes better and 
happier for you to have ſomewhat to give, then that you 
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ſhould be beholding to other men? fith it is a more bleſſzd 


thing to givethen to receive, be you more forward to give 


| then modeſt men will be to receive gifts : Give cheerfully, 


blefſe God that you have e%«:ty to give, and blefſe God that 
you have opportunity to give, and aheart to give, and an affe- 
Ction to give, and make Goda ſharer in your wealth, and in 
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your plenty, and your ſelves ſharers in this bleflednefſe, bleſs 
your ſelves, 6leſſe your houſes, 6/eſſe your eſtates. 

Yea but,will ſome man ſay, a nyan may give indeed, give a- 
way all, if he will,;that he hath ; and then what ſhall become 
of hemeſelfe and hu ? b- 

The holy Ghoſt anſwers this; I referre you at your leiſure 
to one Scripture, in Eceleſ, 11, 1. and ſoforward; where the 


opened, ſcein Wiſe man doth prevent all the Cavils and Objettrons that fleſh 
Part. Tirin.ad and blood is ready for to make againſt this work of mercy. 


i. Whereas a man would ſay, it is but caff away all that is 
given, it is loſt anddrowned (as it were) I ſhall never ſee it 
againe. No, ſayes Solomon, though it may ſeem to bea throw- 
ing downe the treame ; yet ({ayes he) caft thy bread upon the 
waters, and thou ſhalt find it many dayes after ; firſt or laſt it 
will returne, it is gone but a voyage, it will come back with 
a great retzrne, thou ſhalt find it againe many dayes after : 
And whereas a man would ſay,alas ! there is no end of giving; 
there be ſo wary poore that now want,that a man may exhayſf 
himſelfe ſooner then repaire and ſatzsfie them : Solomon an- 
ſwers him ; give ({ayes he) to ſeven, and give a portion alſo 
to erght ; though they be many, proportion it accordingly 3 
give to this man a little, and to that a little, that every body 
may have ſomething of a /:tt/e.Yea,butl know not what r1mes 
may come, and what I my ſelte may be put to: Solomon an- 
ſwers him, Give (ſayes he) forthou knoweſt not what evill 
may be upon the earth, therefore give while thox haſt ſomc- 
what to give, becauſe thou knoweit not how long thou ſhalt 
have it; therefore give, becauſe thou knoweſt not what thy 
ſelfe mayelt come unto : Thou mayeſt need mercy, therefore 
ſew mercy,that in time of need thou mayelt reap. Yea,but,will 
fome man ſay ; it is true, I ſhould pitty people, and ſo] doe 
with all my heart, I pitty them with my ſoule, but I am not 
ablc to help them, and to relieve them ; 1 hope,the heart wlil 
be accepted : Solomon anſwers, If the Clouds be full of water 
they will drop down raine, that is certaine ; it there be abun- 
dance of rains there, the Cloud will not keep it all ro it 
ſelfe, it will impart it to the thirky and hungry ground: So 
| | muſt 
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maſt we doe : thon haſt mercy and charity in thy heart, and it 
pitties thy heart to ſee men in this miſery : Oh! remember, 
if there be water in the Clouds ſome of it will drop downe; if 
there be mercy in thy hearr,there will be tome in thy hand too. 
Yea,but will ſome men ſay yet further; if I were well ſeated & 
accommodated, then I could ſpare ſomewhat ; but alas ! I live 
in a corner, I live ont of the way, I have no great tradmg, and 
5t is not with me as it is with many others, I cannot give : S9- 
leowon anſwers you ; whether the Tree (ſayes he) ſtands ſouth, 
or whether it ſtands worth; in a more fraufall, or in a more 
barren place, yet it is the Lord's T ree ſtill,cadit Domine,it fals 
to him, and it beares fruisto him, and ſo it will be with us 
too : If webe good Trees, let us live in the »9rth or in the 
ſouth. in a better place, or in a worſe habitation, if ſo be we be 
good, ſomewhat will be comming, and we will yeeld ſome 
fruit ; ſo Solomon tels us. Yea, this is true, if ſo be a man did 
know how it would be accepted; I could find in my heart (in- 
deed) to give, but I know not how it will be + Am 3 poore 
men are captions, and they will not take a little; and rich men 
will take exceptions : ſome will ſay, I doe it out of pride and 
ambition, and raiſe me (it may be) higher in the Subſidie 
book, becauſe I am ſo forward and free of my purſe, ſo that 1 
know not what to doe : Solowen anſwers you; he that ob- 
ſerves the wind and the raine ſhall never plow,never ſow ; it a 
man will be ſtill 0&7e:img, he ſhall never goe on with any 
work or ſervice whatſoever. Yea,but I know not the parrres to 
whom [I gtve; there are many hypocrites and difſemblers,that 
pretend a great deale of want when' there is no ſich matter : 
if I did kyow the men, it were another matter : So/omen an- 
ſwers ; Neither doeſt thou &xow how the child growes in the 
womb of her that is with child, but for all that thou muft 
not ſtarve the child ; we muſt Iabour to doethat which is fit 
for us to doe to follow our light, and our beſt wiſdome and 
diſcretion, and when we have ſo done, leave the ref toGod, 
whoſe providence works (as it-were) under the ground for 
ns,as for the ch:ld. Yea,but | find in experience that I have been 
cheated and abuled by fellowes heretofore, and that puts me 
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off now, anddiſcourages me : Solomon anſwers thee ; in the 
wornng {ow thy ſeed Clayes he) and in the »ghe let not thy 
hand ſlack ; thou knoweſt not which ſhall proſper, this or 
that ; or whether both ſhall be alike ; therefore caſt not perils, 
but venture it (as it were) ventwre it ſometimes, when thou 
haſt nothing to the contrary, thou &roweſf wor but it ma 
ſucceed very well ; howſoever, what thou doeſt in urightaeſſs 
and with thy beſt derſcretion, that God will accept, and thar 
God will take in good part: Thus So/owor, you ſce, does 
wipe off thoſe ObjeXions that fleſh, and blood, and unbelicfe 
15 apt to make. I could (if it were needtull now) adde more 
which are anſwered ſufficiently by many, ſpecially by two of 
the Fathers, which profeſedly writ upon this Argument ; the 
one is Cyprian,and the other is Bafi/,and I muſt referre Schol- 
lers unto them : I ſhould now adde ſome r#/es for your better 
Rules ingi- working, as touching the ground and order of yourgiving ; 
Vine. you muſt 1. give your ſelves to God, as Pasl ſaith; 2. | 4 
2 Cor. 8.5- matter, give your owne, whence Almes tearmed often regh- 
trouſneſſe by the Hebrewes and the 70. 3. for time, doe it 


See thei- Max- quickly whilſt you live, and men live, and not (as /atey Jewes 
doe) give for the dead, Put of theſe and other rules 1 
brance of [04!5, have ſpoken elſewhere, and you may read every where : 


and therefore I her2 conclude this Point. And now we 
have done with the two Atts of Cornelexs ; we heare what 
he was in point of Prayer, we heare what he was in point of 
Almwes too: I perceive the time hath deceived me, and there- 
forc 1 will but couch upon the third point : I crave your pati- 
ence 1o long. 
We have ipoken of the things ſelves ; here is = ſomething 
that would be faid of the Perſos, that is, Cornelins ; he was a 
Gentile, and (as it ſhould ſeem) none of the belt of the Gen- 
tilzs neither, an {talian, his Name, his Band, and his Hoſt 
{pak that way ſomewhat. | 
This Cornelim was alloa & ouldier, and amongſt Souldiers 
an Officer.; and yet notwithſtanding, you ſee, that he was a 
praying many a, very godly, a very devout, a very merciful 
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The thing that hence we had thought to have obſerved, is 
this : 
| That there is no extward diiadvantazes that can excuſe us 


from Gods ſervice, or exempt us from Gods acceptance; We 


will put in both : He ſerved God, and heis ascepted of God, 
notwithſtanding his Coxrtry and his d:iſadpantages ; ſo that 
let a mans Conntry be what it will, let his callng be what it 
will, let his condztion be what it will, if he ſerves God, God 
will accept of him, and of his ſervices. Wenate this the ra- 
ther, becauſe that Peter gives us thenote in the 34. verle of 
this Chapter ; I perceive indecd ({ayes he) that God is no 


reſpeCter of perſons, but in every Nation. he that feares God, 


and works: righteouſnefſe, is accepted of God, let him be 
what he will : but I darenot itand to proſecute this point. 

All that we will now ſay tor the Application of it, is thus 
much : 

Firſt, it takes off that lazy excuſe that is made by many 
men 3 they would ſerve God, and they would pray, and they 
would doe much, that they would, but they are not accom- 
modated accordingly: there be lets and hinderances in the 
way 3 the 7 :me ſerves not, and the Place ſerves not, and 
their Calling ſerves nat ; thus many exceptions they have 
againſt the ſervice and the worſhip of God. Al! theſe 
may be anſwered with ove Cornelis, beſides others, if 
time would have given leave. We ſee that Noah and tome 
others, in the worſt ez»2es, could find time to lerve God : We 


ce that ſome in Nero's houſe, and lo in the work places. have . 


found place for to ſerve God : We ſee that ſome of thoſc'cal- 
tings that ſeeme to be farthelt from Heaven and God, ſome of 
, thoſe: Callings have ſerved Gad : Garm,it ſeems,was 3n [nne- 
keeper, yet a faithfull man ; Carneline a Souldier and a Com. 
 mander, and yeta godly anda religious man : So that there 
is no place, no tzwe. no calling that can exempt us this wav. 

But then ſecondly, we had thought to have ſaid ſomething 
of thoſe that pretend they would ſerve God, but they feare ic 
would not be accepted : and why not acceptcd? Oh ! their yer. 
fons are ſo meane and poore, _ their ſerviees are ſo weake 
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and ſo contemptible, and their /izzes to great and ſo enormi- 

ous, that ſire God will not accept of them. It is anſwered , 

God is-no reſpefer of perſons, in every Nation he is ready to 

_ every poore ſoule that ſeekes unto him, andcalls upon 
im. 

We ſhould (in the nexe place) have called upon you all, to 
doe what you cas in your famsles, fith that there is no man 
excluded trom Gods acceptance, or Gods ſervice ; therefore 
have refpeCt to your ſervants, even to the very Kitchm-boy ; 
have reſpe@ to all that are within your compaſſe, and with- 
in your ſelves, doe what you can to reclaime them from fin, 
to bring them ap in the knowledge and information of God : 
What knoweſt thou (ſ{ayes the Apoſtle) beleeving man, bur 
thou mayſt convert thy unbeleeving wife? So ſay I to you, 
what know you but that God may have 'pitty npon 
thy poore. ſlave, thy poore apprentice, as well as upon thy 
ſelfe ? Yea, what know yon, bat if you make a —_ chazce, 
and take a good cowrſe, and carry.a good hand over theni, bur 
that Soxld:ers and thole that Iye in Garriſons, and repatre to 
your Forts, may be godly men, religious men, as/Cormeliws 
was ? | 

And for your ſelves, let me call upon every man this day, 
to haſten to Gods ſervice : You have all the adv antuges thar 
may be; you live ina Land of »pr:ghexeſſe, in a Goſhen-of 
light ; youare under a Coffellation (as it were) of dbleſt Afa- 
geſtrates, and of ableſt Menſters; who ſhall ferve God, if you 
will not, that have all thefe helps, 'and theſe advantages? 
Therefore, art thou called to repentance ? Never ſay, I ean- 
net, I have no leiſure; and the like; thou mayft have leifirre-andl 
grace; 'God is aþle to break the hardeſt heart , he is ablo 
to melt the frozeneſt heart, and tofubdue the ſturdieſtTpirir'; 
and therefore ſay not,thou canſt not : Are you called to duty 
arid ſervice ? Saynot, 1 would pray, and 1 would heare, and 
| would doe many duties to God, but T cannot, Thavenot 
Icifare, I have no reme, my place will not beare it, my occaſions 
will not ſuffer it : Thou might iFthou had#t aheart ; other 
men in thefame circumftances, in as great difhculties, have 


' ſerved 


of MErcCy. 


A. 


ſerved God, and waited upon him : Danel was a man full of 
State-buſineſſe, yer he finds his time for praying every day to 
God morethen once or twice : Here is a Souldier in the Text, 
he can feare God, he can look after his Family, and he can 
reftraine his Sonldiers from piltering, and plundering, and 
drinking, and ſwearing, he can doe it by Gods bleffing upon 
his endeavours ; and if ie, why not others too ? therefore doe 
not make any ſuch lazy plea : Much tefle ſay, Oh, it will nor 
be accepted ! it will be accepted: Give but what thou canſt 
give, Godwill aceept it; pray but as thou canſt pray, God 
will accept it ; __ as thou art able to repent, and call in 
Gods help and afliſtance, God will accept it : What ſhall I 
fay more to you? 1am cut off, 1 amatfraid tobe too-to tedi- 
ous to you : And therefore I conclude abruptly ; onely I have 
ny $9 unto you eve Example and Patterne of mercy, 
preſented unto you many O6je&#r of mercy, and of compalli- 
on 3 now let me preſent unto you ſome more, and theſe are 
knowne well to yourſelves : Here is a trae report, &c. 


Here, according to the cuftome, a Catalhgue was read of 
ſundry Benefafors to the ſeverall Rofjitals, and ſuch 
like Houſes for charitable maſts, and that dane, the 


concluſion was as followes : 


Thus you ſee (Beloved) here is work enough for your cha- 
rity tobetmployed about; here aremany OSes of mercy, 
many Arguments of mercy ; here are Objedts of all ſorts : O!d 
men and Babes, :dowes and Orphans, many poore perſons that 
warns ſtocks to ſetithem-on work, that would faine be im- 
ployed if they knew how : Here are alſo divers others 
that cry to you, that call upon you for mercy, and for re- 
liefe : The Arguments you have heard; Arguments from 
Ged; Arguments from Chreſt ; Arguments from your ſelves; 
Arguments from the tier ; Arguments from your Frethren; 
Let me fay all at once, Godrequrres it, God eals for it, God 
commands it. : God eommanded once the Clouds,and they gave 
bread 3 God once —— theRocks, and they gave was 
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ter; God Once commanded a Faven for 'LtO Carry” my i 0-4 
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Prophet, and the Rayen did it : - Oh ! for ChriſtsJakeyk 


not ſhew our ſelves moreravenexs then the Ravenzuigrereghse 
"then Rocks themſelves; and thus we leave our- errand, with 
you; another Theme I conteſle would better have liked me, 
and perhaps more reached you, but I have anſwered your de> 
fire in'my:choyce,and,l confelle;the Subjett is. ngt.unſeaſonas 
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